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HOW WE MAKE A
DIFFERENCE IN 
THE COAST GUARD
AUXILIARY

ABOUT THE AUXILIARY

Boater Safety
Education

The Auxiliary's most
prominent role is promoting
recreational boating safety
("RBS") among the general
public. The Auxiliary has
several distinct programs
that support this mission.

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary (USCGAUX) is the uniformed
auxiliary service of the United States Coast Guard (USCG). The Auxiliary
exists to support all USCG missions except roles that require "direct"
law enforcement or military engagement. As of 2019, there were
approximately 24,000 members of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.
 
Established by Congress in 1939 the United States Coast Guard
Auxiliary motto is Semper Paratus (Always Ready). We invite you to learn
more about who and what we do as members of TEAM COAST GUARD.
 
The Auxiliary operates in:
 
- Recreational Boating Safety and Education
- Public Affairs and Community Outreach
- Safety and Security Patrols – Ports/Waterways
- Search and Rescue Mission Support
- Chefs/Food Specialists for USCG events/ships
- Mass Casualty and Disaster Assistance
- Pollution Response & Patrols
- Commercial Fishing Vessel and Recreational Vessel Exams
- Platforms for USCG Training – Helicopter OPS
- Recruitment for Coast Guard Auxiliary/USCG
 
In addition to the above, the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary operates in any
mission as directed by the Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard or
Secretary of Homeland Security. Our mission is to promote and
improve Recreational Boating Safety, to provide trained crews and
facilities to augment the Coast Guard and enhance safety and security
of our ports, waterways, and coastal regions, and to support Coast
Guard operational, administrative, and logistical requirements.

Providing free Vessel Safety Exams to recreational
boaters is one of the Auxiliary's longest running and
most visible activities. 

Public Affairs

Public Affairs (PA) assists
in publicizing the missions
and accomplishments of
Team Coast Guard. Public
Affairs provides a direct
link between the Auxiliary
and the public through  

recruitment and retention of membership.
Public Affairs is important for recruiting
membership, and providing boating safety
education to the public.

Augmenting The
Coast Guard

The Auxiliary serves as a force
multiplier for the Coast Guard
by promoting safety, security,
and assisting boaters and
paddle-craft using our national
waterways, via ports, bays,
rivers, lakes, and coastal areas.

Improving recreational boater safety was delegated
to the Auxiliary as our “job one”. The Auxiliary also
directly supports active duty and reservists in
carrying out search and rescue, marine safety,
waterways management, environmental protection,
and homeland security missions.
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The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary supported the Utah National
Guard in its training mission recently. Join in on the story of
what took place, and the Auxiliary's role in supporting the

Utah National Guard.

Only 12 Auxiliarists have
recieved the coveted

Cutterman distinction.
Learn about Gary Kaplan,

the 12th Auxiliarist to
receieve the honor.

Learn about how the RMS
Titanic tragedy in 1912 led

to the formation of the
International Ice Patrol,

forever changing the
maritime community.



This time of the year as Fall drifts into Winter, there is a paradoxical acceptance of gratitude for our year’s experiences
and missions served to preserve and celebrate renewal as America’s Volunteer Life Savers and members of Team Coast
Guard. This paradox is in part due to our fourth quarter as a time of the year for thanksgiving, sorrow, and
remembrance of selfless service and carrying out duty by those of our Auxiliary members who have passed over the
bar and our nation’s veterans who gave their last full measure of life in preserving America’s freedoms and democracy
and global humanitarian values. This is also a period of celebrating member fellowship and leadership renewal through
elections and change of watch ceremonies. With the Navigator Express’ fourth quarter issue, we are proud of our
contributors in telling the story of the diversity of activities and accomplishments of our Coast Guard Auxiliary
members. Our members are carrying out their activities and volunteer service missions across the entire United States
and its territories. This includes everything from recreational boating safety and vessel inspections to that of Public
Affairs.
 
Our fourth quarter of Navigator Express starts with our first feature article about the Alaskan Whittier Auxiliary’s
hosting of members of the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) interested in starting their own Japan Coast Guard Auxiliary
modeled after our USCG Auxiliary. The wonderful article and photography are by Commodore Robert Schafer showing
the fellowship and informative Auxiliary familiarization tour experienced by our international coast guard partners in
insuring maritime safety, freedom of access and passage in international waters, and the protection of commercial
fisheries and the global maritime environment. The Whittier, Alaska location is in one of the most beautiful,
ecologically diverse, and mineral rich areas as well as bountiful fisheries in the United States. What better place to host
the Japan Coast Guard and its representatives interested in how the everyday USCG and volunteer Auxiliary is
organized and performs its duties. We have also expanded the topic to give an overview that includes the Japan Coast
Guard members and Japan Coast Guard Academy's brief past visit to San Francisco on the JCG training cutter KOJIMA.
 
The other important fourth quarter issue theme is that based upon remembrance of our membership who served the
USCG Auxiliary and passed over the bar, as well as our nation's United States Coast Guard and other service veterans
that served in global conflicts prior to World War I through current conflicts. We continue with new features and
changes in the issue in layout design that include special sections such as The Navigator’s Corner. There are inserts
describing, about the Auxiliary and the programs we participate in, adding to exciting photography and articles
reflecting an effort to cover a broad base of topics. One goal is to reflect the geo-diversity in our articles to illuminate
the national diversity of our Auxiliary membership and missions. Our main goal as Editor and Layout Editor is to make
our contributors’ work shine and communicate with impact. Our door is always open to new and intriguing articles
from around the country and globe that tells the story of our accomplishments in serving our communities, and
participation with the United States Coast Guard as members of Team Coast Guard.
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WHITTIER, ALASKA
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A R T I C L E  &  P H O T O S  B Y  R O G E R  B A Z E L E Y
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Patrol vessels - 138
Patrol craft - 238
Special guard and rescue craft - 67
Hydrographic survey vessels - 13
Lighthouse service vessels - 6
Training boats - 3

Airplanes - 31
Helicopters - 49

Visual aids to navigation - 5,116
Radio aids to navigation - 63
Other aids to navigation - 34

Kaijō Hoan-chō is the Japanese coast
guard. Comprising about 14,200

personnel, it is under the oversight of
the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,

Transport and Tourism, and is
responsible for the protection of the
coastline of Japan. It was founded in
1948 as the Maritime Safety Agency.

 
 

Personnel: 14,178 persons
Budget: 217,753 million Yen
 

 
Vessels and Craft

     Total: 465
 

Aircraft

     Total: 80
 

Aids to Navigation

     Total: 5,213

21

*numbers are from end of fiscal year 2019.



J a p a n  C o a s t
G u a r d  F i r e

S u p p r e s s i o n
R e s p o n s e

C u t t e r
b e r t h e d  a t
M o j i ’ s  P o r t
f a c i l i t i e s .

T h i s  v e s s e l  i s
e x c l u s i v e l y
d e s i g n e d  t o

c o m b a t  f i r e s
a t  s e a .

J a p a n  C o a s t
G u a r d  s h i p s  i n

t h e  P o r t  o f  M o j i
a n d  N a g a s a k i .

M o j i  h a d  a
s i g n i f i c a n t

a m o u n t  o f  f i r e
r e s c u e  a n d  f i r e
f i g h t i n g  s h i p s

b o t h  p r i v a t e  a n d
J a p a n  C o a s t

G u a r d ,  a s  6 0 0 -
7 5 0  s h i p s  a  d a y

p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e
s t r a i t s .
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TITANIC TRAGEDY
LEADS TO ICE PATROL

FORMATION
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A U X I L I A R Y  O P E R A T I O N S

A R T I C L E  &  P H O T O S  B Y  R O G E R  B A Z E L E Y
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Seiner

GILLNETTER

CRABBER
TRAWLERS
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The
Navigator's 
Cornerr
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HARRY STEPHENSON
E n d  o f  W a t c h :  N o v e m b e r  2 2 ,  2 0 1 9

W E  R E M E M B E R :

A u x i l i a r i s t  H a r r y  S t e p h e n s o n  p a s s e d  a w a y  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
f o u r  o ’ c l o c k ,  F r i d a y  N o v e m b e r  2 2 n d .  H a r r y  w a s  a  l o n g  t i m e

A u x i l i a r i s t ,  w i t h  o v e r  3 2  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .  H e  w a s  v e r y  a c t i v e
a s  a  P A  o f f i c e r ,  s e r v i n g  h i s  F l o t i l l a  0 8 2 - 1 1 - 0 4  a s  F S O - P A  a n d
s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A - D i r e c t o r a t e  S t a f f  a s  B r a n c h  C h i e f
o f  P a r t n e r s h i p s .  H a r r y  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  m i s s e d  b y  a l l  w h o

k n e w  h i m  a n d  s e r v e d  w i t h  h i m  a s  a  f r i e n d ,  f e l l o w  A u x i l i a r i s t ,
a n d  m e n t o r .
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The U.S .C.G.  Auxi l iary  Chapla in  Support  program (ACS)
expands re l ig ious ministry  capacity  and capabi l i ty  to  better

meet  the needs of  Coast  Guard members  and other
author ized personnel .  ACS Chapla ins  work under  the

direct ion of  supervisory Coast  Guard Chapla ins ,  who,  g iven
manpower and geographic  l imitat ions ,  may be prevented or

delayed in  the t imely  response to re l ig ious ministry
requirements .    The ACS program is  a  crucia l  step in  c los ing

this  shortfa l l  and providing the best  re l ig ious ministry
support  poss ib le  for  Coast  Guard members  and their

fami l ies .
 

In  2019,  ACS Chapla ins  traveled over  59,000 mi les
providing near ly  12,000 hours  of  operat ional  re l ig ious

ministry  support  to  the Coast  Guard in  the form of
funerals ,  memoria l  serv ices ,  bur ia ls  at  sea,  unit  t ra in ing,
cr is is  response,  weddings,  bapt isms and other  re l ig ious

r i tes ,  ceremonial  support  for  ret i rements  and changes of
command,  hospita l  v is i ts ,  pastoral  counsel ing,  and unit

v is i ts  ashore and at  sea.  This  is  in  addit ion to 15,000 hours
of  “stand-by”  support .  There are current ly  33 approved ACS
Chapla ins  support ing the Coast  Guard.  This  is  expected to

increase to 50 in  2020.
 

El ig ib i l i ty  requirements  for  the ACS correspond to the
requirements  for  DOD mi l i tary  chapla ins  in  terms of

educat ion,  exper ience,  and eccles iast ica l  endorsement .
Aff i l iat ion with the USCG Auxi l iary  is  required.

CH A P L A I N
S U P P O R T
P ROGR AM
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R E M E M B E R I N G
 
 

O U R  U S C G
A U X I L I A R I S T S  W H O
H A V E  P A S S E D  O V E R

T H E  B A R .
 

P H O T O S :  U S C G  A U X I L I A R Y  D 1 1 N
D I S T R I C T  C O L O R  G U A R D  P R E S E N T I N G
C O L O R S  A T  M E M O R I A L .  P R O V I D E D  B Y

U S C G  A U X I L I A R Y  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S .
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AUXILIARY
PROGRAMS

M A R I N E  S A F E T Y  ( M S )  A N D
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S A F E T Y
Qualified Auxiliarists and their facilities
assist with USCG marine safety and
environmental protection.

P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  S U P P O R T  ( P A )
Auxiliarists are authorized upon qualifying as
a Public Affairs Specialist to support both
Coast Guard and Auxiliary Public Affairs
including publications.

P U B L I C  E D U C A T I O N  ( P E )
The Education Department’s mission is
twofold: to provide exceptional boating safety
education to American boaters with the aim of
reducing loss of life, personal injury and
property damage to recreational boaters; and
to deliver the highest possible quality training,
resources and publications for our Public
Education and instructors.

R B S  P R O G R A M  V I S I T A T I O N  ( P V )
The RBS Program Visitation’s intent is to save
lives and property by providing marine related
businesses with the most current boating
safety information for boaters. Marine
businesses customers will be able to obtain the
most up-to-date boating safety literature and
information on Auxiliary Vessel Safety Exams
and Public Education boating courses.

A U X  A I R  A V I A T I O N  P R O G R A M
(SAR) Search and Rescue Patrol Missions as a
USCG Auxiliary qualified Pilot, Co-Pilot
or Air Observer in AUX Facility.

F O O D  S E R V I C E  S P E C I A L I S T
( F S )
Auxiliarists’ augment and support active
duty food service in galleys, aboard cutters
and during special events.

R E C R U I T I N G  P R O G R A M
Auxiliarists may qualify and be assigned to
duty as military recruiters to support the
USCG’s recruiting program. This
assignment includes qualification as a
military recruiter, proctoring recruiting
examinations, and administrative
assistance to recruiting offices and for
screening applicants for the USCG
Academy.

A U G M E N T I N G  U S C G
There are many diverse areas available in
augmenting the USCG from Marine Safety
and the AUXFS program to Public Affairs.
Augmenting assignments are coordinated by
your Auxiliary Sector Coordinator (ASC) or
Auxiliary Unit Coordinator (AUC) to
determine relevant qualifications.

KNOW YOUR AUXILIARY

EXPRESSEXPRESS

49



WE REMEMBER OUR DEDICATED
AUXILIARISTS WHO ARE GONE,
BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN.



Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Watch over those who guard our coasts
Protect them from the raging seas and

all who navigate the mighty Oceans deep.
Grant light to navigate, and life and peace
to those in peril on land, sea and fly above.

Lord, guard and guide those who fly
and those who on the ocean ply

Be with our troops land, sea, and in the air; 
And all who for their country stand;

our Coast Guard & Auxiliary brothers and sisters,
be with these guardians day and night,

And may their trust be in thy might.

Lord, guard and guide our aviators who fly
through the great spaces in the sky,

Be with them always in the air,
in darkening storms or sunlight fair.
Guide those who navigate on high,

who through grave unknown perils fly
search and rescue missions for those in peril.

Lord, we pray that political chaos, dark and rude;
with its resulting angry global tumult cease,

and give, for wild confusion – peace;
For our national and Coast Guard leaders who are 

guided by you – with their loyalty and courage
supported through volunteering and duty.

Lord, we seek wisdom and guidance in protecting
the USCG, Auxiliary volunteers, sailors and

fisherman from storms of strife and danger,
And guiding them to a fulfilling life as volunteers 
in doing public service for our communities and
nation in protecting life and our environment.

O Trinity of Love and power!
Our brethren shield in danger's hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,

 
Protect the USCG and Auxiliary volunteers in 

their critical missions; served with honor, 
duty and their passion to serve those in peril. 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee
Glad hymns of praise from land, sea, and air. 

 
AMEN
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